
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.  

 



pg. 2 

 

Unity Sunday 

September 12, 2021 
 

Christians, Go Out! United in Christ. 

 

 

 

Prelude  

 

Opening Hymn Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

stanzas 1, 3, 5: congregation; stanzas 2 & 4: choir Christian Worship 234 

Please stand to sing the final stanza  

 

 
 
 Unity Sunday at St. John’s looks different again this year. We’re closer to back to normal, but we still 

aren’t able to come together for a single worship service as we’ve done in the past. We’re weary of the 

continued uncertainty in the world around us, and we long for an end to the challenges and difficulties 

plaguing our everyday lives. But once again, in spite of the realities of life in this sinful world, the most 

important things remain the same: our common faith in Jesus, our common goal of being witnesses of 

this faith before a watching world, and our common final destination of heaven. Regardless of the 

turmoil and uneasiness around us, we still have reason to celebrate this Unity Sunday. May God richly 

bless your worship! 
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  
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Kyrie1 

 Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life. Refrain (stanza 1) 

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins. Refrain (stanza 2) 

 Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body and blood. Refrain (stanza 3)  

 

Refrain: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive 

in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called 

servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.   

 
 
 Kyrie: The Kyrie (translated from Greek as “Lord, have mercy/Christ, have mercy”) has been used as 

a response by the Christian church since ancient times. We sing the Kyrie as a penitential plea for 

forgiveness to the triune God. The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrains as marked. 
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The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrains. 

 

 

Refrain: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

 We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain 

 

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

 You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

 You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer. Refrain 

 

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Refrain (sung twice) 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot 

continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Isaiah 42:8-13 

Isaiah reminds us that as believers, we are united under God. 

 

 “I am the LORD; that is my name!  

 I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols. 

 See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; 

  before they spring into being I announce them to you.” 

 Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise from the ends of the earth, 

  you who go down to the sea, and all that is in it, 

  you islands, and all who live in them. 

 Let the desert and its towns raise their voices; 

  let the settlements where Kedar lives rejoice. 

 Let the people of Sela sing for joy; 

  let them shout from the mountaintops. 

 Let them give glory to the LORD and proclaim his praise in the islands. 

 The LORD will march out like a mighty man, like a warrior he will stir up his zeal; 

  with a shout he will raise the battle cry and will triumph over his enemies. 

 

Response to the Word They’ll Know We Are Christians 

Adult Handbell Choir arranged by Bill Ingram 

 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord; 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord; 

And we pray that all unity will one day be restored. 

Refrain: And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love. 

Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand; 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand; 

And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land. Refrain 

 

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come; 

And all praise to Christ Jesus, his only Son. 

And all praise to the Spirit who makes us one. Refrain  
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Second Lesson Ephesians 4:1-6 

Paul reminds us of the source of our unity. 

 

 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to 

keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit – just as you 

were called to one hope when you were called – one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father 

of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

 

Verse of the Day  

 Alleluia, alleluia. How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Lesson John 3:14-17 

Jesus reminds us that he is the center of our unity. 

  

 “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone 

who believes in him may have eternal life. 

 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 

not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 

to save the world through him.” 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem God So Loved the World 

Adult Choir by Kevin Hildebrand 

 

 God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 

 That whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

 God loved the world so that he gave  

 His only Son the lost to save, 

 That all who would in him believe  

 Should everlasting life receive.  
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 God did not send his Son to the world to condemn the world, 

 But that the world might be saved through him. 

 

 God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 

 That whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

Hymn of the Day Christ Is Our Cornerstone  

 Christian Worship 528 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Isaiah 42:8-13 

Sing to the LORD a New Song!  
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Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering     

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  

M: Our God in heaven, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we thank you for the precious Christian 

fellowship we are now enjoying in your name. 

 

C: We thank you for the privilege of worshiping you, the true and only God. 

 

M: Heavenly Father, give us all a sincere longing to assemble in your name, to worship you, and 

to be edified by the preaching and teaching of your Word. 

 

C: We thank you for the privilege of hearing your Word by which we grow in faith toward a 

better understanding of your love.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: Lord Jesus Christ, help us to cling to you in true faith as our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: We thank you for loving us and redeeming us from our sins with your own precious 

blood. 

 

M: Holy Spirit, open our hearts to the Word of truth spoken here today. Cause us to mature in our 

faith and give us a deeper love for our God and for one another. 

 

C: We thank you for giving us the grace to praise you continually with our whole lives. Give 

us a desire only for those things which are righteous and good. 

 

M: Lord God, grant us the gifts of patience, kindness, and gentleness that we may help family and 

neighbor, that we may be forgiving, and that we may live in peace with all people.  

 

C: We thank you for bringing us together to lift our voices in praise. Bless us as we glorify 

you and comfort and strengthen one another. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: We thank you for this opportunity to gather around your Word as a Christian family. Let your 

kingdom come to us and others, so that we and many more might join the assembly of saints 

and angels to sing your praise forever. 

 

C: Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Installation of Sunday School teachers  
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Hymn God of Grace and God of Glory  

  Christian Worship 523 

 

 

 

Please stand  
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M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, 

we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Sent Forth By God’s Blessing 

 Christian Worship 318 
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Readings for the Week of Pentecost 16 

 

  

M Proverbs 30:4-9 1 Timothy 4:4-8 

T 1 Timothy 6:6-12a Luke 16:9-13 

W 1 Corinthians 7:20-24 Acts 27:20-37 

R 1 Kings 17:1-6 1 Thessalonians 2:5-12 

F John 4:31-38 2 Thessalonians 3:6-12 

S Luke 6:20-26 Revelation 22:1-5 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Lectors Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 Pastor Joshua Yu 

 

Musicians Lynn Kozlowski, organ 

 Adam Sipe, trumpet 

 

Adult Choir Director Dr. William Braun 

 

Adult Handbell Choir Director Kristi Meyer 

 

Worship Notes 
 

• The altar flowers are placed by Kevin and Anna Travis in celebration of their 32nd wedding 

anniversary. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Mengxiong Yu, the father of Pastor Joshua Yu, hospitalized in China and recovering from 

successful surgery this past week. 

 

• JoAnn Schoeneck, released from the neurosurgical ICU and convalescing in a step-down room 

at Froedtert. 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Divine Service I. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music © 2002 Kermit Moldenhauer.  

Jesus, the Compassion of God (Kyrie and Gloria) © 1999 GIA Publications, Inc. 

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” Text and tune public domain. 

 “They’ll Know We Are Christians” Text © 1966 F.E.L. Publications. 

“God So Loved the World” Text public domain. 

 “Christ Is Our Cornerstone” Text and tune public domain.  

“God of Grace and God of Glory” Text and tune public domain.  

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” Text © 1864 World Library Publications, Inc. Tune public domain.  
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Bible Study Opportunities 

 

A Punch in the Gut 

Taught by Chaplain Steve Stern  

Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall beginning September 19 

 

All of us know that unexpected things can happen to us. Like a punch in the gut, we can experience a 

major health crisis or accident that changes our lives in an instant. As we reel from the effects of such 

an experience, we may find ourselves struggling physically, emotionally, and spiritually as we try to 

recover our bearings. In addition to unexpected things that happen to us personally there are also the 

unexpected things that happen to our relationships with those we hold near and dear. How do we find 

our way in these times? How do we gain new insights into our faith? Join us as Chaplain Stern uses his 

own personal experience, his experience as a chaplain, and the shared experiences of class members to 

explore these themes. 

  

Men’s Morning Bible Study 

Member-led; Wednesdays at 6:30 a.m. via Zoom 

 

We are studying the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John – each writen for a different audience, 

but also able to be harmonized into a consistent gospel narrative and testimony to Jesus Christ. 

Newcomers are always welcome. Contact Jon Johnson at jon8011@yahoo.com for more information.  

 

RIBS (Renewed and Inspired By our Savior) 
Member-led; Wednesdays at 8:30 a.m. 

 

RIBS is a Bible study group for women who want to deepen their faith and strengthen their walk with 

their Savior. For more information, contact Monica Gnat at monicagnat@sbcglobal.net or 414-774-

6180. 

 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 

Taught by Pastor Eric Schroeder 

Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Isaiah’s book of prophecy is sometimes referred to as the gospel of the Old Testament. In this study, we 

will take our time as we make our way through the book, hear what God revealed through this major 

prophet, and apply these truths to our lives as God’s people today. Come and bring a friend!  

mailto:monicagnat@sbcglobal.net


 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


